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Introduction 
 
Part of the Camden Local Government Area (LGA) is underlain with coal deposits and is within 
the South Campbelltown Mine Subsidence District that was proclaimed on 30 June 1976.  
Development within that area requires the concurrence from the MSB with their prior approval 
required under section 15 of the Mine Subsidence Compensation Act 1961 for subdivision of 
land and erection or alteration of any improvements. 
 
Section B1.13 of Camden Development Control Plan 2011 (Camden DCP 2011) sets out 
controls relating to mine subsidence. 
 
DCP Figure B2 shows the South Campbelltown Mine Subsidence District within the Camden 
LGA: 
 

 
 
DCP Figure B2:  South Campbelltown Mine Subsidence District 
 
The areas outlined in Camden DCP 2011 Figure B3, while still within the South Campbelltown 
Mine Subsidence District, are subject to different design parameters, to ensure that 
development around the Narellan Town Centre (25 metres maximum) and the Mount Annan 
Centre (10 metres maximum) can achieve building heights greater than two storeys, where 
permitted in Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010 (Camden LEP 2010).  
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DCP Figure B3: Mine Subsidence District – Specific sites subject to modified design 
parameters 
 
Other design parameters are set out in Camden DCP 2011 for Elderslie and Spring Farm 
Urban Release Areas that requires flood extents to factor in projected land subsidence levels. 
 
Summary of Key Concern and Response 
 

Council’s key concern is around the need for Council to retain planning flexibility into the future, 
given the significant growth trajectory for the LGA population and economy.  The Mine 
Subsidence District constraint may limit Council’s planning flexibility in the future.  It is 
requested that the boundary extent of the South Campbelltown Mine Subsidence District 
affecting Camden LGA be reviewed. 
 

Key Concern : Need for planning flexibility 
 

Issue 
 
The future role and function of Camden’s centres, employment land and residential areas 
require flexibility to enable them to adapt and respond to population growth and economic 
growth.  The Mine Subsidence District presents a constraint in this regard. 
 
The Mine Subsidence District’s proclamation some forty years ago predates Camden’s rise as 
a growth Council.  Key centres such as Narellan and Mount Annan may need to change in the 
future in response to our growth. For example, the announcement of the South West Rail Link 



Attachment 2 Council Submission on Review of Mine Subsidence Compensation Act 1961 V2 
 

Supporting Documents for the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 22 March 2016 - Page 353 

A
tt

a
c
h

m
e
n

t 
2

 
 O

R
D

0
5

 

extension to Narellan, along with other key infrastructure, may change the hierarchy and size 
of these centres in the future.   
 
 
Response 

 
Council requests a review of the boundary of the Mine Subsidence District with respect to the 
hierarchy of centres, State Government infrastructure investment and strategic planning 
flexibility.   In particular, a review on the need for the Narellan and Mount Annan town centres 
to be included within the Mine Subsidence District.  
 

Other Issues and Concerns:   Mine Subsidence Board systems/processes 

 

Issue 

 
It is considered that some of the processes for lodgement of development plans seeking MSB 
approval could be improved.   
 
Council officers have identified that the lodgement of applications to the MSB could be made 
simpler, if for example, applications were submitted electronically for assessment and MSB 
concurrence e-mailed (including stamped plans) to the applicant.  
 
In addition, it is requested that the current system for obtaining retrospective MSB approval 
(completing form, payment of application fee and application being referred to the MSB 
Newcastle office) be reviewed, as it can be time consuming and inefficient. 
 
Response 

 
Council requests a review of the MSB’s systems and processes to identify opportunities for 
improved customer service and document management. 
 
Concluding comments 

 
Council has been advised by the Department of Finance, Services and Innovation of the 
review of the Mine Subsidence Compensation Act 1961.  This submission has identified the 
need for planning flexibility to enable Council to harness the opportunities presented by large 
scale urban expansion and population growth. 
 
The Mine Subsidence District constraint may limit Council’s planning flexibility in the future.  It 
is requested that the boundary extent of the South Campbelltown Mine Subsidence District 
affecting Camden LGA be reviewed. 
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